LETTERS OF T. E. LAWRENCE                i93I
The best results are coming, though slowly. They have set
the reforms afoot, and I think they may be trusted to push them
through. I am watching very closely and will move another little
lever or two when or if it is necessary. There has been no reflec-
tion upon me, and no threat to end my happy days. Good.
I need hardly say how grateful I am to you for your help.
It is such a pleasure to get a thing done cleanly and naturally,
without fuss. Nobody knows that anything has been done, and
yet, I fancy, there will not be another case of this sort in our
memories.
Now I am deader tired than ever; I type because my eyes are
so faded. Tomorrow I get a change from Mount Batten, for I
go to Hythe, near Southampton, for ten days instruction in a new
fast motor boat being built for the R.A.F. Not very fast, I'm
afraid, but faster than the old crocks.
To get away and forget camp for these few days will be a little
bit of heaven. Ring me up if you come to Plymouth after
March gth; and let me take you up the Tamar for a picnic-tea.
T.E.S.
If you see Walling any time please tell him he did a very good
piece of work.
435:   TO EDWARD MARSH
I vth March> 1931.                                          Mount Batten, Plymouth
Dear E.M., This letter, typed more or less ill, is for your
owner,x please. May your polish and style support its bluntness,
in his eyes 1
A namesake of his, Bertram Thomas, our Agent at Muscat,
has just crossed the Empty Quarter,2 that great desert of southern
Arabia. It remained the only unknown corner of the world, and
it is the end of the history of exploration. Thomas did it by camel,
at his own expense. Every explorer for generations has dreamed
of it. Its difficulty can best be put by my saying that no Arab, so
far as we know, has ever crossed it.
1 J. H. Thomas, then Secretary of State for the Colonies. Marsh was his private secretary.
2 See letters Nos. 389, 392 and 456.